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Boston University
In Memoriam
Jerrold L. Pope
Associate Professor of Music, Voice
Teacher, mentor, friend.
Jacob Sleeper Auditorium, Boston University
April 29, 2017
11:00am
Memorial Tribute
Opening Remarks                   Shiela Kibbe, Director ad interim
                       School of Music
For All the Saints                   Ralph Vaughan Williams
                (1872-1958)
Students from the Vocal Programs at the School of Music
Ann Howard Jones, Professor Emerita, conductor
Michelle Alexander, piano
Tributes
At the River         Aaron Copland
                  (1900-1990)
Students from the Vocal Program at the School of Music
Ann Howard Jones, Professor Emerita, conductor
Michelle Alexander, piano
Tributes
Take my Hand, Precious Lord        Rev. Thomas A. Dorsey
                (1899-1993)
We invite everyone to join in singing this hymn.
In Terra Pax               Gerald Finzi
The Riverside Choral Society and Orchestra
Jerrold Pope, baritone
Patrick Gardner, conductor
Following the program, please join us for a
reception in the Gilbane Lounge adjacent to Sleeper Auditorium.
Today we come together to honor our beloved colleague Dr. Jerrold Pope, who 
passed away unexpectedly at the end of February, 2017.
A passionate teacher with an exhaustive knowledge of the repertoire, Dr. Pope 
maintained high pedagogical and musical standards for his students. Their 
performances are marked by secure technique and an idiomatic expression of text. 
He has left an enormous void in the hearts and musical souls of his students, 
colleagues, friends, and relatives.
Dr. Pope joined the School of Music Voice Department as Associate Professor in 
Fall, 2006 and served as Chair of Voice for many years. He was admired both as a 
studio teacher and as instructor of the popular graduate course “Special Topics in 
Song Literature.” Dr. Pope was the creative catalyst and leader of ambitious 
projects such as the “Spirit of Verdi” in 2012-2013 for which he received a Boston 
University Center for the Humanities (BUCH) award. Well connected in the 
profession, Dr. Pope brought prestigious guest artists to the School of Music 
including voice coaches John Moriarty, Kevin Murphy, Arlene Shrut, Jane Klaviter, 
Benton Hess, and tenor Francisco Araiza.
Dr. Pope held three degrees: Bachelor of Music from New England Conservatory; 
Master of Music from Yale University; and the Doctor of Musical Arts from Rutgers 
University. He enjoyed a vibrant career as a baritone soloist throughout the U.S. in 
recital, oratorio, and opera. He gained critical acclaim as an ECCO Artist with the 
Cincinnati Opera Company. His many credits included Théatre du Châtelet in Paris; 
Glyndebourne and Buxton Opera; London Proms; Schleswig-Holstein Musikfest 
and Tanglewood Music Festivals; Netherlands Opera Forum in Amsterdam; and 
Oper Kiel in Germany, as well as performances with the companies of Pittsburgh, 
Boston, Orlando, Grand Rapids, Hawaii, and Anchorage.
He appeared in concert at the Théatre de la Ville in Paris, Tchaikovsky Hall in 
Moscow, Brooklyn Academy of Music with the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, and New York’s Carnegie Hall with the American Symphony. He 
also performed with the Rotterdam Philharmonic, the City of Birmingham 
Symphony, and the Pittsburgh, Charleston, St. Louis, and Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestras as well as with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. Dr. Pope previously served 
on the voice faculty at the American Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS) in Graz, 
Austria, and the faculty of the Florida State University’s College of Music, where he 
received a 2004 Developing Scholar Award. He was also founder and director of 
the Barga Opera Festival, 2003-2012. An active adjudicator and master-class 
clinician, he was a judge for the Julian Gayarre International Singing Competition, 
the Francesco Paolo Tosti Singing Competition, the Benton-Schmidt Vocal 
Competition and the NATSAA competition and gave master classes at the Boston 
University Tanglewood Institute, the Sydney Opera House for their Moff att 
Oxenfould Young Artists Program, and several NATS and MENC regional 
conferences.
